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C. IFILE: GOVERWrfENT CRACKDOWN 


THE GOVERMAENT’S FIRM RESPONSE 70 th£ • 'Day of NATIONAL . 
PROTEST’* LAS? WEEK INDICATES THAT PRESIDENT ® INOCHE? WILL CONTINUE 
’0 3E TOUGH IN DEALING WITH CRI T ICS OP mIS ECONOMIC POLICIES ANO 
ADVOCATES OF AN ACCELERATED TRANSITION TO DEMOCRACY . 

THE DEAC^fSTRATIONS WERE THE MOST EXTENSIVE SINCE MILITARY RULt 
3EGAN IN 1973. VARIOUS GROUPS STAGED LARGELY NONVIOLENT PROTESTS 
AGAINST WAGE CUTS. THE ECOWJMIC CRISIS. A AO RESTRICTIVE SOCIAL AND 
POLITIC AL PO LICIES. POLICE KILLED TWO YOUTHS and ARRESTED 350 
PEOPLE. 

"HE REGIME ARRESTEO 300 PEOPLE DURING SWEEPS LAST WEEKEND 
THQCAXX SEVERAL SANTIAGO NE I <3-60RH000S AND BANNED NEWS BROADCASTS BY 
A RADIO NETWORK THAT HAD REPO RTED O N THE PROTESTS. ORGANIZERS OF THg 
ACTIVITIES WILL BE PROSECUTED. K| 

BEFORE THE CRACKDOWN, SEVERAL PROGOVERNWENT SPOKESMEN AND THE 
COUNTRY’S LARGEST NEWSPAPER- -ALSO PROGOVERMAENT- -PUBLICLY DISCUSSED 
THE REGIME'S DECLINING POPULARITY. THEY $AI0 THE GOVERNMENT *1X110 
HAVE TO TAKE CONSTRUCTIVE. M30ERATE INITIATIVES TO CO PE WIT.. GROWING 
OPPOSITION ACTIVITIES AM) PUBLIC DISENCHANTMENT.^* 

COAWCWT: tHE PROTESTS WILL WIOEN A LONGSTANDING SPLIT IN 

pinxmET's cabinet, hardliners charge that the protests are part cf 

AN INTERNATIONAL CONSPIRACY AMD EMPHASIZE THE NEED TO S?aM3 FIRM. 
MODERATES WARN that REPRESSIVE POLICIES CAN POLARIZE SOCIETY AND 
COST THE GOVERNMENT CRUCIAL SUP°ORT.|^* 1 

PINOCHET PRESUMABLE HOPES THE TOLKX TACTICS THAT HAVE SUCCEEDED 
IN TM< PAST WILL HELP PREVENT A SECOND OAY OF PROTEST NEXT MONTH. 
CONTINUED HARSH ACTIONS PROBABLY WILL ALIENATE SOME MOOERATE 
SUPPORTERS. PIMXHET CAN STILL COUNT ON SOLID BACKING FROM THE ARMY. 
KJWEVER. AKO IS IN NO IMMEDIATE DANGER . RM 
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